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The law before us, my lords, seems to be the effect of
that practice, of which it is intended likewise to be the
cause, and to be dictated by the liquor of which it so effec-
tually promotes the use; for surely it never before was
conceived, by any man intrusted with the administration
of publick affairs, to raise taxes by the destruction of the
people.

Nothing, my lords, but the destruction of all the most
laborious and useful part of the nation can be expected,
from the license which is now proposed to be given not
only to drunkenness, but to drunkenness of the most de-
testable and dangerous kind, to the abuse not only of
intoxicating, but of poisonous liquors.

Nothing, my lords, is more absurd than to assert, that
the use of spirits will be hindered by the bill now before
us, or indeed that it will not be in a very great degree
promoted by it. For what produces all kind of wicked-
ness, but the prospect of impunity on one part, or the soli-
citation of opportunity on the other; either of these has
too frequently been sufficient to overpower the sense of
morality, and even of religion; and what is not to be
feared from them, when they shall unite their force, and
operate together; when temptations shall be increased,
and terrour taken away ?

It is allowed by those who have hitherto disputed on
either side of this question, that the people appear obsti-
nately enamoured of this new liquor ; it is allowed on both
parts, that this liquor corrupts the mind, enervates the
body, and destroys vigour and virtue at the same time;
that it makes those who drink it too idle and too feeble
for work; and, while it impoverishes them by the present
expense, disables them from retrieving its ill consequences
by subsequent industry,

It might be imagined, my lords, that those who had thus
far agreed, would not easily find any occasion of dispute;
nor would any man, unacquainted with the motives by
which senatorial debates are too often influenced, suspect;
that after the pernicious qualities of this liquor, and the
general inclination among the people to the immoderate